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Our Mission 
The Manitowoc County Historical Society, founded 
in 1906, is a private, nonprofit, tax-exempt                                         
corporation.  

The Society collects, interprets, preserves, and                    
promotes the history and heritage of Manitowoc 
County, Wisconsin, in order to educate the public 
and heighten its understanding and appreciation of 
the past as it proceeds into the future.  
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DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS, 

Throughout the years, the Manitowoc County Historical Society has 

evolved to become a statewide leader for outdoor museums and                        

interactive programming. We are proud to have created a space that                       

people love visiting, where engaged families regularly come to create                       

memories, spend valuable time together and connect in powerful ways. 

Nearly 11,000 visitors joined us in 2015.  Our daily attendance rose               

almost 25 percent and new memberships rose 15 percent compared to 

2014.  

Highlights included opening our print shop at Pinecrest Historical                  

Village and being recognized by the Wisconsin Historical Society with 

the 2015 Board of Curators Best Public Program Award for our Buffalo 

Bill Wild West Show.  

Our talented staff and volunteers brought to life our Storybook Village, a 

new summer preschool reading program, as well as dynamic and                          

hands-on summer camps.  

In the past year we have made great steps towards the relocation of the 

Meeme House Inn to our museum. This large-scale project will serve as a 

catalyst for the future of our site and our increased attention to                             

interactive, family and adult programming.  

While it is wonderful to look at our successes, it is also important to look 

at where we are headed.  Over the course of 2015 our Board of Directors 

and staff have examined many areas of our operation and mission.  As a 

result of these conversations, difficult decisions were made that will lead 

to a stronger organization for the future.  We have decided to merge all 

operations to our Pinecrest Historical Village property and update                  

needed procedures.   

Not unlike previous years, 2015 found us planning our next big thing—

new and meaningful experiences for adults, and ways we could engage 

young adults, career professionals and adult residents.  

Thank you for supporting your Manitowoc County Historical Society! 

Sincerely, 

 

Amy Meyer     

Executive Director    
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2015 SNAPSHOT ATTENDANCE 
 

ADMISSION 
(Daily Experience) 
 
2014: 5,326 visitors 
2015: 6,689 visitors 

25% increase 
 

SCHOOL STUDENTS 
2014: 938 students 
2015: 1, 197 students 

27% increase 
 

SUMMER CAMP  
2014: 34 students 
2015: 49 students 

44% increase 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

NEW MEMBERSHIPS 
 
2014: 53 
2015: 61 

15% increase 
 

MEMBERSHIP REVENUE 
 
2014: $24,940.00 
2015: $22,105.00 

11.4% decrease 

SUPPORT 
 

GIFTS & SPONSORSHIP 
(General donations and Events) 
 
2014: $219,511.42 
2015: $132,200.48 

39.8% decrease 
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It takes a  

COMMUNITY 
to preserve and share our  

STORIES 
of the past for those of tomorrow. 

 
Thank you to our Corporate Members and Sponsors: 

Ansay & Associates 
Bank First National 
BMO Harris Bank 

Carmeuse Lime & Stone                                                                           
Carron Net Company 

Cedar Crest Specialties Inc. 
The Courthouse Pub 

Crescent Woolen Mills 
Dominion Energy 
Federal - Mogul 
Fricke Printing 

Green Bay Packers Foundation 
Hamann Construction 
Henning Cheese, Inc. 

Holschbach Excavating 
Investors Community Bank 
Kohl’s Associates in Action 

Kwik Trip 
Lakefield Communications 

Lakeside Foods 
Lowe’s—Manitowoc 

Malley Printing 
Manitowoc Company, Inc. 

Manitowoc Pharmacies 
Miller - Saint Nazianz, Inc. 

Next-Era Energy– Point Beach 
Pine River Pre-Pack, Inc. 

Shopko Foundation 
Red Arrow Products LLC 

Riesterer & Schnell Inc 
Schenck S.C. 

Vinton Construction 
Wal-Mart Foundation 
WFRV– Local 5 Live 

WLUK– Fox 11 
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2015 FINANCIAL REPORT* 
Manitowoc County Historical Society 

Summarized Statement of Activities for the 12 months ending December 31, 2015 

REVENUE AND 
SUPPORT* 

EXPENDITURES* 
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REVENUE AND 
SUPPORT* 

EXPENDITURES* 

*does not include restricted funds 
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2015 MCHS                 
VOLUNTEERS 
WITH OVER                   
100 HOURS OF 
SERVICE 

 
Lucille DeWein 

Philip Groll 

Richard Hanke 

Richard Holmes 

Rick Herman 

Dolores Janda 

Rose Kocourek 

Greg Krcma 

Ed Prigge 

Joan Prigge 

John Rohrer 

Romelle Rusch 

Marian Schneider 

Jeff Seidl 

Alan Skubal 

DONOR ROLL CALL 
The Manitowoc County Historical 
Society was founded in 1906 to 
preserve and share our heritage.  
 
Our sincere appreciation for the 
generosity of our members and 
supporters who have supported 
our 2015 Annual Appeal, Meeme 
House Inn Project, or our          
donation requests this calendar 
year: 
 
Franciscan Sisters Of Christian               
 Charity - Holy Family 
Hamann Construction  
Henning Cheese, Inc 
Jim's Excavating   
Manitowoc Company, Inc. 
Manitowoc County Tavern League 
Nature's Own Gardeners 
Red Arrow Products Co. 
West Foundation 
 
Christopher and Christine Allie  
Henry C. Arnold  
Marcella M. Baer  
Rob and Margaret Bailey  
Charlie and Cheryl Bauer  
Harold and Fran Beckman  
Gary and Ann Bents  
Dr. John and Betty Best  
John and Claire Bilka  
Helen Bleser   
Mark and Ferol Bloch  
Dale and Judith Brasser  
Ione Brick  
Leonard and Karen Brouchoud  
Carol Bugenhagen  
Ruth Bushman  
Bill and Nancy Censky  
Don and Kris Cisler  
Carolee Crabb  
Ann Schuette and Dan Hornung  
Catherine Daum  
William and Mary Dean  
Joe and Janet Debilzen  
Jim and Lucy DeWein  
John and Sue Dondlinger  
Karen M Doty   
Donald and Mildred Duchon  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jean Dvorak  
Sandra Eck Newman  
Jack Faville  
John Hew Faville  
Robert Fay  
Mary Flint  
Ellen Framness   
Michael Fredrich 
Robert and Judith Freiboth  
Bill and Judy Frieder  
Patrick Gagnon  
Michael and Jenene Garey  
Donna Gintner   
James and Donna Goettler  
George and Julie Grinde  
Philip and Nan Groll  
Jim and Gladys Hansen  
Doris Hansen  
Vernon and Eunice Hansen  
Bruce and Sherrill Hanstedt  
Charles and Bonnie Heinzen  
Betty Heinzen  
George and Corrine Herrmann  
Leo and Betty Holschbach  
Nancy Horvath  
Helen J. Isaacson  
Fred and Roseann Jacobi  
Rita Janda  
Dennis Janda  
Dolores Janda  
Marge Jehle  
Dr. Harold and Nancy Just  
Matthew Kadow  
Florence Kirt  
Paul and Chris Kluenker  
Barbara Koch  
Rose Kocourek  
Georgia  Kohlwey  
Eugene Kolb  
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Alice Kosloski  
Nicholas Kress 
Ione Kueter   
Lee and Eileen Kummer  
Mike and Mary Lambert  
Steven and Katherine Leitner  
Marce Leonard  
Chuck and Sue Lewis  
Roy Luebke   
Dustin Maertz  
James Maples  
Christine Martin  
David and Lois Masarik  
Mary Anne McGann  
Mary E Meser  
Amy Meyer  
Randy and Linda Meyer   
Dolores Miller  
Dennis and Brenda Mraz  
George and Angel Mueller  
Bob and Cathy Nelson  
Capt. Albert and Diane Nelson  
Matt Neu  
Jim and Joann Noffke  
Susan Oswald  
Jeff and Kim Pahl  
Barbara Panosh  
Bill and Margaret Pauwels  
Phil and Jackie Plageman  
Esther Pleuss  
Ed and Joan Prigge  
Alvin and Helen Rabe  
Tom and Jean Rees  
Kenneth Reich  
Grace Reichert  
Tom and Brenda Rettinger  
David and Mari Roedig  
Roman and Karyl Rommelfanger 
Alan Ross  
Barbara Rugowski  
Romelle Rusch   
Tim and Ann Salutz  
Mary Scheuer  
Matthew Schliesman  
Elmer and Audrey Schmitz  
Elaine D. Schuetze  
Robert Schuh  
Harland and Shirley Schwartz  
Don and Laurie Shawhan  
Glen and Carol Shedivy  
Rickey and Elizabeth Sheppard  
John A Shimon  
Chris and Lana Sieracki  
Susan Skarda  
Alan and Kathy  Skubal  
David Smith  
Kevin Sonnenburg  

Chris and Sara Spencer  
Greg Stebnitz  
Evelyn Steeber   
William Stiefvater  
Dick and Majorie Stolz  
Clara M. Strasser  
Diana Stuelke  
Hank & Bernie Sturm  
Jim and Mary Svacina  
Conrad Swiggum   
Garry Sydow  
Darlene Tech  
Richard N Thomsen  
Dan and Liz Tienor  
Kerry A. Trask  
Jack and Joanne Troupe  
Dorothy Ulness  
Eugene and MarciaVan Enkenvoort 
Robert and Deanne Vollendorf  
Robert  &  Susan Wallen  
James and Jane Watermolen  
Weber's Custom Upholstery 
William and Nancy Webster  
Jean Weina   
Daniel and Carol Wergin  
Paul Wernecke  
Nancy Westmas 
Judith Wetenkamp  
Steve and Rachel Wiegert  
Bonnie Willems  
Billie and Elaine Williamson  
Pat and Jean Willis  
Howard and Betty Wilsmann  
Bert and Dorothy Zarnoth  
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The Meeme Project 
At the Manitowoc County                         
Historical Society we are dedicated 
to curiosity and learning, and                   
everything we do moves us closer 
to that end. We spend a lot of time 
thinking about where we have 
been and where we are headed.  

Since purchasing the historic 
Meeme House Inn in 2013, we have 
been committed to moving forward 
and bringing the Inn to become a 
true living history experience.   

In the past year we have made 
great developments in this project.  
Funds have been secured to                      
relocate the historic structure to our 
site. We have worked with Eis 
Movers from Two Rivers, talented 
architects at Legacy Architecture in 
Sheboygan and Hamann                        
Construction in Manitowoc to                
ensure we will have a space that 
will honor its beginnings but also 
meet our programming and site 
needs.  

To prepare for the move, the                   
second floor of the Inn was 
stripped down to its studs—which 
revealed many interesting building 
techniques, possible early layout 
hints, and found items!  Beams 
have been secured into place on the 
first and second floors for                              
relocation.  
 
To stay up to date on the Meeme 
Project, please follow our                   
website and facebook page.  
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Our Year 

2015 
By the Numbers... 

400 “Shake Butter” tubes 

192 Apples 

96 Mice Caught 

8 Gallons of Ice Cream 

1 Reproduction 1870s Bicycle 

11,000 Visitors 

2 New Programs                                      
Storybook Village and History Happy Hour 
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Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Manitowoc, WI 

Permit No. 388 

    Manitowoc County Historical Society 
   1701 Michigan Avenue 
   Manitowoc, WI 54220-3137 

Board of Directors: 
Ed Prigge, President          John Bilka, Vice President          Matt Neu, Treasurer          Marge Jehle, Secretary 

Judy Goodchild          Matthew Kadow          Jason Ring          Carl Sieracki          Alan Skubal           
Jen Wachowski          Katie Walkner 

 
Staff: 

Amy Meyer, Executive Director          Joan Konecny, Administrative Assistant                                                                            
Alexandra Brendemuehl, Program Coordinator                                                                                                                        

Deb Johnson, Secretary          Kelly LaRocque, Maintenance 


