
 

 

Dear Educator, 

Are you looking for a fun exciting way to have your students work on writing skills, learn some history, or even ex-

plore some concepts of STEAM in your class?  

Talk about a fun SLO, PPG, or something to add to your PDP. Here is your students chance to write to a civil war 

solider in one of units below. There is no cost to you as the teacher other than envelopes and paper. 

 

Where the letters go: Soldiers will be given the letters in their respective units at the Union Solider Remembers pro-

gram held at Pinecrest Historical Village in Manitowoc (hosted by the Manitowoc County Historical Society) on May 

20th or 21st.  

What should the students write about: Students can ask questions to soldiers on their education, advancing technol-

ogy, their job before the war, why they are fighting the war, or any thoughts they have.  

What will happen: Students will get a response to their letter from the unit they wrote to.  

The letters should be sent to the Manitowoc County Historical Society (924 Pinecrest Road, Manitowoc) by April 30. 

The outside of the letters should be addressed to the unit.  

Please encourage your students to attend the program with their families to see the 1860s come alive. They can even 

witness their letter being given to a solider. There will be a battle re-enactment both days at 2pm.  

The following information contains a listing of the units students can write to. Please keep the letters to one page in 

length. Your group can write their letters to one particular unit or different units.  

 

Wyatt’s Battery (1st Virginia Artillery Company H) was organized in April 1861 in Albemarle County Va. Home of 

our third president Thomas Jefferson.  They are a quick reaction force of independent artillery. They started the war 

with 8 cannons and 163 soldiers, including several boys as young as 15 years old. Many of the soldiers were college 

students and high school teachers.  They are named after their commander Captain James Wyatt, who died at the Bat-

tle of the Wilderness.  When Wyatt’s Battery surrendered at Appomattox Court House, they only had two cannons 

and 45 men.  

 

2nd Wisconsin Infantry was organized throughout Wisconsin in 1861. They were a part of the famous Iron Brigade 

(2nd 6th and 7th WI, 24th MI, 19th ID). The 2nd Wisconsin Infantry initially mustered 1,051 men and later recruited an 

additional 152 men, for a total of 1,203 men. The regiment lost 10 officers. A total of 228 enlisted men were killed in 

action or later died of their wounds. Another 77 enlisted men died of disease, for a total of 315 fatalities. 
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10th Tennessee Infantry Co D was organized at Fort Henry in July, 1861, with 720 men, armed with flintlock 

muskets. What was special about this unit is the fact that the majority of the men were of Irish descent. This 

unit became known for the Confederates as the Irish Regiment of the West.  As their numbers were depleted 

they combined with other regiments. They surrendered on May 1, 1865—some 15 days after the war’s end.  

 

1st Alabama Cavalry Troop M was a cavalry regiment recruited from Southern Unionists that served in 

the Union Army during the American Civil War. It was the only predominantly white Union regiment from 

Alabama. Of the 2,678 white soldiers who enlisted in the Union Army, 2,066 served in the 1st Alabama Caval-

ry. 

 

McAllister's Battery was led by Captain Edward McAllister. McAllister’s 1st Illinois Light Artillery Company 

D of Plainfield was one of the first called to duty at the start of the Civil War. McAllister’s men saw action at 

the battles of Fort Donelson, Shiloh and Vicksburg and on Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman’s March to the 

Sea.  

 

2nd US Cavalry In 1861, the regiment then the 2nd Dragoons was recalled to the Eastern Theater and redesig-

nated on August 3, 1861 as the 2nd Cavalry Regiment. Private Edward Hanson of Company H earned the 

Medal of Honor for braving enemy fire to capture the flag of the 32nd Virginia Cavalry. The 2nd Cavalry 

Regiment earned 14 battle streamers and 5 Medals of Honor during their Civil War service. 

 

Soldiers will respond to your students’ letters following the Union Soldier Remembers event on May 21. Let-

ters will then be mailed to your students. Please consider taking part in this unique activity—designed by a 

teacher, for teachers!  Please contact the Manitowoc County Historical Society with any questions.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amy Meyer       

Executive Director 

director@manitowoccountyhistory.org      


